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INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND

TACTICAL OPERATIONS MANUAL
____________________________________________________________________________________
SERIES 332
OPERATIONAL GUIDELINE

SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS
PURPOSE

To establish responsibility for the proper use of self-contained breathing apparatus
PROCEDURE

I. All personnel expected or likely to respond to and function in areas of atmospheric contamination shall be equipped with and trained in the proper use of the self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA).
II. All personnel shall utilize their SCBA when encountering atmospheres that may be contaminated or oxygen deficient. The atmospheres may be encountered at or above ground level, below ground level, inside or outside of a fixed or mobile structure.
III. Do not remove SCBA until the atmosphere has been determined to be safe to operate within.  Either use your SCBA or change the atmosphere.  Resist the tendency to prematurely remove breathing apparatus during routine fire situations.  We all must be aware of the respiratory hazards which exist in ordinary as well as the extraordinary fire situation.  It is generally true that carbon monoxide levels increase during overhaul, due to the incomplete combustion of smoldering materials.
IV. The determination as to removal of breathing apparatus will be made by company officers in routine situations.  In complex situations, particularly when toxic materials are involved, Incident Command and/or Safety Officer must be consulted on this decision.
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